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Introduction/Recap

Ephesus (Rev 2:1–7) Apostolic — The doctrinally sound but loveless church. They'd

worked hard, endured, and rejected false apostles, but left their "first love." Jesus

warns He'll remove their lampstand if they don't repent.

Devotion over Doctrine

Smyrna (Rev 2:8–11) Persecuted — The persecuted, materially poor but spiritually

rich church. No rebuke here — only a warning of coming suffering and a call to be

faithful "even to death" for the crown of life. Jesus identifies Himself as "the First and

the Last, who died and came to life," directly addressing a suffering church with

resurrection hope. Faithfulness through Suffering

Pergamum (Rev 2:12–17) State Run — The church living "where Satan's throne is"

(likely the imperial cult and pagan temple complex dominating the city). Compromise

is the issue: some were holding to the teaching of Balaam (idolatry and sexual

immorality) and the Nicolaitans. The concern was a few where leading God's people

into compromise from the inside rather than opposing them from outside.

Compromise Under Pressure

Thyatira (Rev 2:18–29) Idolatrous — The longest letter, to the smallest city. Real

growing love, faith, service, and perseverance — but tolerance of "Jezebel," a false

prophetess leading people into immorality and idol-food compromise, tied to the

trade guild culture of the city. OT tie: the original Jezebel (1 Kings), plus Psalm 2's

promise of co-regency ("rule the nations with an iron scepter") to the one who

overcomes. Tolerance for growth

Sardis (Rev 3:1–6) Dead — The church with a reputation for being alive that was

actually dead. A city with a history of catastrophic complacency (its acropolis fell

twice because guards didn't watch). Call to wake up, strengthen what remains, and

remember what they received. OT threads: Isaiah 11:2 (the sevenfold Spirit), Exodus

32 and the Book of Life, Zechariah 3 and Exodus 28's priestly garments — the

promise of white robes and a name not blotted out. Alive on the outside, dead on the

inside
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The Church in Philadelphia

Revelation 3:7-13

Now Philadelphia (Rev 3:7–13) — the one church, alongside Smyrna, that gets

no rebuke at all. "Little strength," yet faithful — and Jesus sets before them an

open door no one can shut. Small but mighty

Guys, if Sardis was the church that looked alive but was flatlining,

Philadelphia is the opposite. Small, weak by every worldly measure, and

Jesus doesn't correct a single thing. This is the "little engine that could"

church of the New Testament — and it's got a lot to say to guys who feel like

they don't have much spiritual gas in the tank or unable to have an impact.

Overview of the Letter
Unlike most of the other churches, Philadelphia receives:

Instead, Jesus gives:

This is perhaps the most encouraging letter among the seven churches.

Background

Founded on brotherly love.

No rebuke

No correction

No warning of judgment

His authority

His encouragement

His promises

His assurance of victory

Philadelphia was founded around 189 BC by King Eumenes II of Pergamon,

who named it in honor of his brother and successor, Attalus II — nicknamed

"Philadelphus," literally "one who loves his brother,"
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A city built to spread culture — and earthquakes.

A small, unassuming church. Unlike Ephesus, Smyrna, or Sardis, we don't have

much external data about the Christian community here — no famous heresies, no

martyr accounts, nothing scandalous. That silence is itself telling: this was a quiet,

faithful, unremarkable-looking church that Jesus had nothing but praise for.

Current Information

Philadelphia holds a unique distinction among the seven churches: it's the only

one to receive completely unqualified praise in Revelation, and that's made it a

lasting symbol of what kind of church you want to be.

The city itself became famous for outlasting nearly everything around it — it was

the last independent Byzantine city in Asia Minor, it finally fell to Ottoman forces in

1390.

Story behind it was that Attalus refused to betray Eumenes and grab the

throne for himself when a rumor spread that Eumenes had died. So the city's

very name is a monument to loyalty and brotherly love.

Philadelphia sat on a major trade route and was intentionally positioned as a

"missionary city" for Greek language and culture in the area.

Worked so well the local Lydian dialect died out and everyone spoke Greek.

The same geography that made it a highway for culture also sat it on a fault

line. In AD 17, a massive earthquake devastated the region — Philadelphia

included — and the aftershocks reportedly continued for years, so bad that

many citizens lived outside the city in the countryside rather than risk the

buildings. Tiberius Caesar gave the city a tax break to help rebuild. But

damage was done and could be seen in the pillars of the temple.

This backstory matters when we get to v12.

Ancient Philadelphia now lies beneath the modern Turkish town of Alaşehir,

translated to The City of God -- muslim dominated.

The most prominent archaeological site, including the Church of Saint John,

sits in the city center, just west of the main boulevard,

The only structures remaining from New Testament times are on the former

acropolis — now called Topteke Park — includes a theater and a structure that

may have been a temple.

Today only 3 pillars remain of the temple
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The site today is open to visitors Monday through Saturday, 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM,

closed Sundays, with free or low-cost admission. It's a modest, quiet stop

compared to Ephesus — a handful of pillars in a small garden surrounded by

houses — but for anyone walking the Seven Churches circuit, it remains a

meaningful one.

Read

Verse by Verse

Verse 7

“To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: These are the words of

him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What he opens no one

can shut, and what he shuts no one can open.

Key of David. Jesus opens the letter identifying Himself with imagery from

Isaiah 22:22 — the key of David, resting on the shoulder of the palace steward

Eliakim, who alone controlled access to the king's presence. That's a loaded

title for a church that had likely been locked out of the local synagogue.

Verse 8

I know your deeds. See, I have placed before you an open door that no one

can shut. I know that you have little strength, yet you have kept my word

Jesus introduces Himself with two titles — holy and true — that echo God's

own self-description throughout the Old Testament (Isaiah 6:3, Isaiah

65:16).

Then He claims the key of David, straight out of Isaiah 22:22, where God

gives Eliakim son of Hilkiah total authority over the royal household — he

alone decides who gets access to the king.

By saying this, what is Jesus really saying?

Jesus is saying: I'm the ultimate gatekeeper of the Kingdom of David.

Access to God runs through Me, not through synagogue leaders, not

through anyone else's approval.

For a church that had probably been excluded from Jewish community life,

that's a direct word of comfort.
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and have not denied my name.

Here's the heart of the letter.

Jesus doesn't give them a complaint only a confirmation that they are doing the

right thing!

Verse 9

I will make those who are of the synagogue of Satan, who claim to be Jews

though they are not, but are liars—I will make them come and fall down at

your feet and acknowledge that I have loved you.

Verse 10

This church has "little strength" — small, low on resources, probably

looked unimpressive by any earthly metric.

Jesus doesn't appear to apologize or promise to fix the state of this church,

What does he do instead?,

He commends them for two things: they kept His word and did not

deny His name.

That's it. Not eloquence, not numbers, not influence — just

faithfulness under pressure.

And because of that faithfulness, He's opened a door "no man can shut."

Guys, this is a gut-check verse: God doesn't measure you, your ministry,

your marriage, your leadership by your power, your status, your bank

account. He measures it by whether you stayed faithful when you were

weak.

Same language as the letter to Smyrna (2:9) — a local Jewish community

that was actively opposing and likely excluding these Christians.

Jesus doesn't deny their Jewish identity outright; He denies that hostile

opposition to the Messiah reflects true covenant faithfulness (echoing

Paul's argument in Romans 2:28-29 and 9:6 that not all who are descended

from Israel are truly "Israel").

The promise — that these opponents will one day "come and worship

before their feet" — pulls language straight from Isaiah 60:14, where Gentile

nations bow before restored Zion. Jesus restates the script: the persecuted

church becomes the true church that their former persecutors, will

recognize.
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Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you

from the hour of trial that is going to come on the whole world to test the

inhabitants of the earth.

Philadelphia is one of the key texts cited in discussions of the rapture and the

"hour of trial" (v. 10). Three main views circulate:

Either way, the core promise stands: faithfulness now secures God's covering

later.

Rapture References:

Because they kept Jesus' command patiently, Jesus promises to keep

them from the hour of trial coming on the whole world.

This verse is a major battleground in end-times theology — some read

"keep from" as physical removal (a pre-tribulation rapture argument),

others read it as protection through the trial rather than removal from it

(same Greek construction used in John 17:15, where Jesus prays the Father

would keep the disciples "from the evil" while they remain in the world).

1. Pre-tribulation rapture view: "Keep from the hour of trial" means physical

removal from the earth before a future Tribulation period, since Philadelphia

is promised protection from the very hour itself, not just from harm within it.

2. Protection-through view: Based on the parallel wording in John 17:15, the

promise is that believers will be preserved through trial spiritually and

ultimately, not necessarily removed physically beforehand.

3. Preterist/historical view: "The hour of temptation... coming upon all the

world" refers to a period of testing in the Roman world (e.g., persecution

under later emperors) rather than a future global Tribulation, and the

promise was largely fulfilled in the church's endurance through that era.

Jeremiah 30:7 as the time of Jacob's trouble

Dan 9:27 70th week

Matt 24:21 - great distress

Proof text for those that believe in the rapture --

Church will be removed from the earth - v22 - days cut short

1 thess 4 - trump sounds dead with raise next chapt v5:1-11 seasons and

times of this coming - no need pangs

v5:9 God didn't appoint us to wrath.

More discussion around this in Rev 4
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Verse 11

I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your

crown.

Short, urgent, no filler. Don't drift. Don't let anyone talk you out of what you're

holding onto. There's a crown at stake — and it's possible to lose it not through

some dramatic failure, but through slowly letting go of what you already have.

Verse 12

The one who is victorious I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never

again will they leave it. I will write on them the name of my God and the

name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out

of heaven from my God; and I will also write on them my new name

This is loaded with local meaning ...

Revelation 21:2 → New Jerusalem descending. The pillar/city-name promise

in v. 12 previews the full picture of the New Jerusalem later in Revelation.

Genesis 28:12-22, 1 Kings 7:21 → pillars in God's house. Jacob's pillar at

Bethel and the twin pillars (Jachin and Boaz) at Solomon's Temple both carry

the idea of a marker of God's abiding presence — which Jesus now promises to

a person, not just a place.

Verse 13

Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

Scholars have noted that the image of the faithful believer becoming "a

pillar in the temple of God" (v. 12) likely carried special weight for a

community whose actual physical pillars kept cracking from earthquakes.

The metaphor wasn't abstract to them — it was their lived experience

turned into a promise.

He piles on identity language: he'll be inscribed with the name of God, the

name of the New Jerusalem, and Christ's own new name — a triple mark of

belonging, like a citizen's papers stamped for a city that can never fall.

For a people whose physical security was never guaranteed, that's an

incredible promise of permanence.
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The standard closing refrain across all seven letters — this isn't just a message

for one ancient congregation, it's for anyone with ears willing to listen.

Prophetic Content

Church Age Starting from around 1730ish. The 1st of 4 Great Awakenings started.

We're talking people like Jonathan Edwards, John and Charles Wesley, George

Whitefield.

Context: John Wesley logged more than 250,000 miles on horseback

preaching the gospel throughout Scotland and England.

The gospel spread, during this time, with tons of people getting saved in the

mid 1700s.

Then came the 2nd great awakening (40 years later), which was 1790 to 1840.

Author J. Edwin Orr wrote about the second great awakening in his book, The

Rebirth of America.

He wrote, in the early 1800s, people began to be converted at the rate of

10,000 a week in New York City.

Don't you pray for that again, amen, amen? 10,000 a week in New York

City.

The movement spread throughout New England. Church bells would

bring people to prayer at eight in the morning, 12 noon, and six in the

evening.

Baptists had so many people to baptize, they couldn't get them into their

churches. They went down to the river, cut a big square in the ice, and

baptized them in cold water.

In one year, 1857, more than one million people were converted.

The revival crossed the Atlantic, broke out in Northern Ireland and

Scotland and Wales and England, South Africa, South India. Anywhere

there was an evangelical cause, there was revival, and its effect was felt

for 40 years.

It eventually gave way to the 3rd Great Awakening, through 1930.

Part of the Third Great Awakening, around 1904, 1905, was the Great

Awakening in Wales, the Great Welsh Revival.

One of the fascinating things that happened in the Welsh Revival, it was

captured in a book, The Glory of His Presence, by Dr. John Shiver, and he

talked about how there was a powerful move of God that swept across

Welsh towns and valleys.
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Say all that to say that the Church of Philadelphia became labeled as the

Evangelistic Church because of its global influence in the gospel still ongoing

today.

The "little strength... open door... no man can shut it" language (v. 8) is also

frequently applied typologically to end-times missionary opportunity — a window

for gospel proclamation that persists despite opposition, echoing Paul's own use

of "open door" language for gospel advance (1 Corinthians 16:9, 2 Corinthians

2:12, Colossians 4:3).

Finally, the promise of the overcomer's name being written with God's name, the

New Jerusalem's name, and Christ's new name (v. 12) directly anticipates

Revelation 21-22, where the New Jerusalem descends and God's name is on the

foreheads of His people (22:4) — tying this letter's local, earthquake-shaped

promise into the final, cosmic fulfillment at the end of the book.

Entire communities were transformed. Bars and gambling houses closed

due to lack of business. Prostitution ceased.

Courthouses closed because there were no criminal cases to try. This is

what happened. All social indicators improved throughout Wales, except

for one, coal production.

Why was it that coal production dropped during the period of the Great

Awakening?

Here's why. Here's what they discovered, and this is what Dr. Shiver

records in his book.

The donkeys that would haul the coal out of the coal mines on these little

coal carts refused to listen to the orders of the coal miners, because the

coal miners got saved and stopped using bad language.

And they wouldn't move, because they were used to them cussing at

them. True story.

The 4th Great Awakening was 1960 to 1980.

Billy Graham, the Jesus Movement with Calvary, Henry Chappell, and

Chuck Smith, the Charismatic Movement of the 70s and 80s.

Listen, it seems to happen about every 30 to 40 years. The last of the

Great Awakenings was around 1980.

We are due for another one. The time is right, right now. The time is right

for another Great Awakening.
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Discussion Questions for the Group

1. This church had "little strength" and got zero criticism. What's the difference

between having little strength and having little faithfulness?

2. Where in your life right now do you feel like you're operating with "little

strength"? What would it look like to hold onto what you have there instead of

trying to manufacture more?

3. Philadelphia's promise (permanent pillar, unshakeable) directly answered their

real fear (earthquakes, instability). What's the real, specific fear in your life

that you need God's specific promise to answer — not just a generic "trust

God"?

4. Verse 11 warns that someone could take your crown, not by force, but by you

letting go. What's one thing you're at risk of quietly letting go of right now?
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